
McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission
June 29, 2023

1.  Call to Order

2.  Roll Call



Item #3

Public Comment

McDowell Sonoran Preserve Commission – June 29, 2023



Item #4

Approval of Minutes
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Item #5

Police Staffing for the Parks and Preserve
Police Chief Walther
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Item #6

Protect the Preserve Process Update
Kroy Ekblaw, Preserve Director
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Protect And Preserve Scottsdale Task Force

Phase Timeline Task

Phase 1 Feb-Mar 2023 Survey Community – Review/Refine Workplan

Phase 2 Apr-Aug 2023 Identify Unfunded Needs for
-Parks,
-Preserve and
-other items from Survey

Preserve 
Commission

Mar-Aug Update Protect the Preserve Forecasts and Provide to Task Force

Phase 3 Aug-Nov 2023 ✓ Explore Funding Options
✓ Survey Community as needed
✓ Develop Financial Strategy and Funding Recommendations

Phase 4 Nov 2023-Jan 2024 Develop Report and present to Council

Phase 5 TBD Community Education and Outreach



Protecting the Preserve: Commission Cost Projections – Jan. 2022

Yearly Costs One-Time Costs

Daily Preserve Activities and Operations $1,250,000

Sonoran Desert Preservation and Education $400,000-800,000

Habitat Protection $420,000-650,000 $2,000,000-4,000,000

Cultural History Protection $60,000-80,000 $400,000

Corridor Protection $10,000,000

Trails and Trailheads $12,000,000

Public Safety (TBD – Upcoming FY 22/23 budget process to be added)

Total $2,100,000 – 2,800,000 $27,000,000

One-Time Costs

Land Acquisition – Range of Options $0 – 70M – 375M+



Protecting the Preserve: Yearly Commission Cost Projections – Future Revenue

Yearly Costs

Daily Preserve Activities and Operations $1,250,000

Sonoran Desert Preservation and Education $400,000-800,000

Habitat Protection $420,000-650,000

Cultural History Protection $60,000-80,000

Total $2,100,000 – 2,800,000





Protecting the Preserve: One Time Commission Cost Projections – 2034 Tax

One-Time Costs

Habitat Protection $2,000,000-4,000,000

Cultural History Protection $400,000

Corridor Protection $10,000,000

Trails and Trailheads $12,000,000

Total $27,000,000

One-Time Costs

Land Acquisition – Range of Options $0 – 70M – 100M+









Questions/Discussion



Item #7
Staff Reports
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Ecological Resource Plan

➢ Developing management goals w/ cost projections

➢ Project schedule

➢ More details in August/September

Cultural Resource Master Plan

➢ SOW for Arch review – issuing next week



APS Transmission Line Project – May to September 2023



Questions/Discussion



Item #8
Upcoming Meeting Dates, Locations, and Agenda Items
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Upcoming 2023 Meetings:

➢ Potential Dates for Special Meetings 

o July 13th 

o August 10th, 17th, 24th  

➢ Regular meetings

➢ September 7th, October 5th, November 2nd 



Item #9
Commissioner Comments
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Item #10
Adjournment
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